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Abstract:

The term critical thinking exhibits a remarkable multiplicity in its
definitions, raising an epistemological problem regarding the possibility of
constructing a comprehensive and precise definition that accommodates
this diversity without falling into a reductive simplification that distorts the
structure of the concept. Within this problematic horizon, the study aims to
deconstruct the conceptual structure of the most prominent definitions of
critical thinking and to conduct a comparative analysis among them,
focusing on the levels of essence, mechanisms, criteria, and purpose, with
the aim of uncovering their internal logic and theoretical limits, as a
prelude to formulating a composite definition grounded epistemologically.
To achieve this goal, the study adopts a descriptive, analytical, and
comparative approach as an appropriate tool for tracing conceptual
differences within their theoretical framework. The results of the analysis
reveal that definitions of critical thinking converge around reflection,
rationality, and purposiveness; however, they diverge in the degree to
which they explicitly articulate the criteria governing the act of thinking, its
procedural mechanisms, and its emotional extensions. The study
recommends the necessity of presenting a composite definition that seeks
to incorporate these shared components while overcoming some of the
shortcomings revealed by the comparison, with an awareness of its
epistemological limits and without claiming to resolve the conceptual
debate surrounding critical thinking.

Keywords: Critical thinking, conceptual multiplicity, epistemological
problem, comparative analysis, conceptual structure, composite definition,

epistemic criteria
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! Dewey, John, (1910), How We Think, Boston, D.C. Heath & Co., p. 6.
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I Rademaekers, Justin King, and Detweiler, Lauren, (2019), Performing Critical
Thinking in Written Language: Defining Critical Thinking from the Assessor’s View,
Double Helix, 7, p. 2.

2 Ennis, Robert H., (1987), A Taxonomy of Critical Thinking Dispositions and Abilities,
in Baron, Joan Boykoff, and Sternberg, Robert J., Teaching Thinking Skills: Theory and
Practice, New York, W. H. Freeman and Company, p. 9.
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! Facione, P. A., (2015), Critical Thinking: What It Is and Why It Counts, Hermosa
Beach, CA, Measured Reasons LLC, p. 3.
’Foundation for Critical Thinking, Defining Critical Thinking, p.9.
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' Lipman, Matthew, (1988), Critical Thinking—What Can It Be? Educational
Leadership, 46 (1), p. 39.
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