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Abstract:

This study examines animal representations in the poetry of ‘Abd al-
Samad ibn al-Mu‘adhdhal, revealing the artistic and semantic value that
this presence acquires within the structure of the poetic image. Animals do
not appear in his poetry as merely incidental descriptive elements; rather,
they function as active imagistic components that contribute to deepening
meaning and enriching the aesthetic experience of the text. His animal
imagery varies between symbols of beauty and delicacy, as in the depiction
of the gazelle, and images embodying danger and toxicity, as in the
scorpion and the snake. Meanwhile, the cheetah emerges as a symbol of
strength and predation, and the falcon as a symbol of elevation, vigilance,
and the ability to observe and strike. Through this diversity, the poet
succeeds in constructing a network of meanings in which movement, color,
and form intersect, making animal imagery a fertile field for intensifying
significance and highlighting the imaginative energy of the poetic text. This
presence also reflects the poet’s ability to transform elements of nature into
expressive artistic tools that shape the imagistic structure of the poem and
lend the poetic experience an aesthetic dimension that blends sensory

description with suggestive implication.

Keywords: Animal representation, lbn al-Mu‘adhdhal, poetic imagery,

artistic analysis, semantics, Abbasid poetry, animals in literature
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