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Abstract:

This study aims to explore the theological methodology adopted by the
Companions of the Prophet (peace be upon him) in their dialogues with Jews
and Christians. It seeks to elucidate the content of these dialogues, analyze their
various dimensions, explain their role in establishing doctrines concerning
divinity and prophethood, and refute doubts and false conceptions. The study
adopted an inductive-analytical approach by tracing the textual evidence and
reports concerning the Companions’ debates, as recorded in the collections of
Hadith and historical works, and then examining and analyzing these materials
to identify their argumentative methods and principles for responding to
opposing views. The research procedures involved extracting reports with
chains of transmission from their original sources, selecting the most authentic
and relevant reports pertaining to theological issues without attempting
exhaustive coverage, classifying them thematically, documenting their sources,
and concluding each dialogue with a theological analysis that clarifies its line
of reasoning. The study yielded several key findings. First, the Companions
possessed a profound understanding of the elements of truth that remained in
the scriptures of the People of the Book and skillfully employed them to engage
their opponents and establish compelling arguments based on what the latter
themselves considered authoritative. Second, these dialogues established firm
theological principles, including the affirmation of the prophecies foretelling
the coming of Muhammad, the affirmation of the servitude to God and human
nature of the prophets—thereby countering Christian excess and Jewish
rejection—and the refutation of claims that earlier religious communities were
infallible by demonstrating the occurrence of alteration and division. Third, the
Companions’ argumentative methodology was comprehensive, combining the
strength of transmitted evidence with rational argumentation while adhering
firmly to the foundational principles of monotheism. The study recommends
reviving the Salafi methodology of the Companions in engaging with opposing
views and applying it in contemporary interfaith dialogue. It also encourages
researchers to derive principles of argumentation from transmitted reports and
to strengthen religious outreach programs concerned with refuting doubts and
correcting theological deviations in accordance with the sound understanding
of the earliest Muslim generation.

Keywords: Theological Dialogue, Companions of the Prophet, People of the
Book, Proofs of Prophethood, Theological Deviance, Refutation of Opposing
Views, Alteration and Schism.
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