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Abstract:

This study aims to explore contemporary Iraqi fiction in the period
following 2003, a year that witnessed a major transformation in the structures
of culture, society, and the political system. These changes provided Iraqi
writers with greater freedom to reconsider the period preceding this date. In
their narratives, novelists explored controversial cultural themes, including
exile, identity, memory, and cultural marginalization. Among these themes,
economic sanctions imposed on Iraq from 1990 to 2003 stand out, as they
constituted a historical turning point that left significant cultural impacts and
transformations on the structure of Iraqi society. The study draws on the
concepts of cultural semiotics to examine these transformations, particularly
the concept of the semiosphere, which provided the appropriate space for the
emergence of a new culture that we term the “Culture of Sanctions.” The
study addresses the following questions: How did the semiotic space of the
Culture of Sanctions take shape in Iraqi fiction after 2003? What are its
boundaries? And how did novelists incorporate the moment of awareness of
the formation of the Culture of Sanctions into their texts? The study reached
several findings, most notably that novels dealing with the sanctions focused
on the moment of awareness of the emergence of a new culture in two
distinct forms. The first is sudden awareness, based on a moment of
incongruity in the characters’ perceptions, resulting from an event that
occurs between two cultures: one in decline and another in the process of
formation. The second is gradual awareness, constructed within the text
without creating a moment of incongruity or a rapid transformation in the
characters’ behavior or responses. The study also found that the meanings
associated with the temporal boundaries of the semiosphere in novels about
the sanctions appear relatively stable and convey interpretive cultural
connotations. The present signifies scarcity and helplessness and stands in
opposition to the past, which is characterized by abundance, while the future
1s associated with anxiety, fear, and anticipation.

Keywords :Semiotic Space, Cultural Model, Cultural Text, Iraqi Novel,
Economic Blockade.
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