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Abstract:

This study examines the historical and legal transformations that have
shaped the legal status of working students and their right to pursue university
education in Morocco. It analyzes the evolution of the relationship between
the right to education and the mechanisms of administrative and institutional
regulation and control adopted by the state from independence to the present.
The study employs a historical-legal approach by tracing and analyzing
relevant legislative and regulatory texts, administrative circulars and
correspondence, as well as pertinent judicial decisions, while situating them
within their historical, political, and social contexts. This approach makes it
possible to identify the transformations that have affected state policy
regarding employees pursuing education and to trace the development of the
mechanisms and instruments adopted to regulate their access to university
education and their pursuit of studies therein. The study demonstrates that the
regulation of the status of working students has undergone successive
transformations associated with the economic, political, and social contexts of
each period. It evolved from regulating employee absences and reconciling
professional and academic obligations, to subjecting access to university
education to prior administrative authorization, then requiring full-time
commitment and attendance, followed by the abolition of the authorization
requirement and the reopening of access to university education for
employees, and ultimately the reformulation of restrictions governing this
status through new mechanisms. In the current phase, these mechanisms
include the adoption of flexible study schedules, accompanied by a
reorganization of educational programs and the imposition of fees in return for
adapting study schedules to the circumstances of working students. The study
concludes that tracing these successive stages, despite differences in
regulatory instruments and variations in the policies adopted by successive
governments, reveals a recurring tendency to address the phenomenon of
employees enrolling in university education by limiting the number of
employees benefiting from such opportunities and restricting their attendance,
rather than developing more balanced institutional solutions that
simultaneously take into account the employee’s right to pursue higher
education, the requirements of continuity of public services, and the capacity
of higher education institutions to accommodate students.

Keywords: Flexible scheduling; Higher education; Employee-students;
Right to education; Administrative authorization.
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2 Schlemmer, B. (2002). L’éducation au Maroc : Les enjeux d’une réforme. Cahiers
de la recherche sur 1’éducation et les savoirs. https://doi.org/10.4000/cres.1673
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3> Del Pino, D. (1980, February 21). Estudiantes y Gobierno marroquies, enfrentados
por el problema del Sahara. El Pais., https://tinyurl.com/9s7vkSyr
6 Schlemmer, L’éducation au Maroc : Les enjeux d’une réforme.
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' Cour des comptes. (2018). Evaluation de la formation initiale dispensée par les
universités. In Rapport annuel de la Cour des comptes au titre des années 2016 et 2017
(p. 30). https://tinyurl.com/2sjm8cxz

2 Kouhlani, E. B., & Benchkeroun, M. N. (2021, September). La flexibilisation de
I’enseignement supérieur au Maroc : Analyse du présent et réflexions pour I’avenir
(Rapport préparé pour le projet de recherche de ’IIPE-UNESCO « ODD4 — Planifier
les parcours d’apprentissage flexibles dans I’enseignement supérieur »), p. 49.
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