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Abstract:

The study examined the stances of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) towards
the Jews, and the nature of the relationship that developed between them in
Medina, analyzing the most prominent events related to the tribes of Banu
Qaynuga', Banu al-Nadir, Banu Qurayza, and Khaybar, and explaining the
causes and consequences of the conflict in light of Islamic sources and the
views of some Orientalists, particularly Karen Armstrong. The study also
examined the relationship between Prophet Muhammad and Imam Ali
(AS), from his upbringing in the household of prophethood, his precedence
in embracing Islam, and his stances in supporting the Islamic call, while
examining the prophetic hadiths indicating his status. The study adopted
the comparative, analytical, and descriptive methodology to uncover the
religious, political, and intellectual dimensions of those relationships. The
study concluded with a set of findings, most notably: that the Prophet's
relationship with the Jews was governed more by treaties and political
circumstances than by purely religious conflict, and that the stances of
some Jewish tribes contributed to straining relations with the nascent
Islamic state due to their breach of covenants and political alliances. The
study recommended the necessity of re-reading the Prophetic biography
(Sirah) in an objective, scholarly manner, based on reliable historical
sources, and avoiding biased interpretations or one-sided readings.

Keywords: Comparative Sirah, Religious Pluralism, Banu Qurayza,
Contextual Hermeneutics, Jews of Arabia, Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib,
Orientalist Critique, Human Brotherhood, Historical Discourse.
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"Muhammad's career was remarkable not only for his religious teachings,
but also for highly successful pursuit of political power. It was, indeed, the
conjunction of new ideological factors with the growth of a new polity

under Muhammad's leadership that gave rise to the Islamic..."(!).
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' Fared MeGrim Donner, the early Islamic conquests, p.63.

2 Donner, Ibid, p.63— 64.

3 DONNER, ibid, p.64.

4 Karen Armstrong, Muhammad: A biography of the prophet, p.224.
3> Armstrong, Ibid, p. 245.

6 Armstrong, ibid, p.275.

7 Armstrong, Muhammad A prophet for our time, p.131.
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I Armstrong, Muhammad: A biography of the prophet, p.276.
2 Armstrong, ibid, p.276.

3Armstrong, ibid, p,275.

4 Armstrong, ibid, p.277.
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3> Watt, Muhammad at medina, p.51.

Ibn Khaldoun Journal for Studies and Researches || Vol 6 | | Issue 06 | |01-06-2026 69

www.benkjournal.com || benkjournal@gmail.com



2026-06-01 || 06 232)) || 6 alaall || a5 il jall ¢y sala oy dlaa :
E-ISSN: 2789-3359 || P-ISSN: 2789-7834 || AIF: 0.93 || isi 2024: 1.223 =y ,ﬁjl

IEH KHALDDUY

e ool die aubad (ehalady 1S juatll iy b d e Lpdas Ty 30 4l alanal
.(1)(—.@5& al s

o paSle ol e oS ol Bie ae Anad) slie Liles DY agl) 4ns Cas
Gy J9) o dalig (Gl e Ll OIS a1 e of (o s iluag il
1) il dpall syiall and slanad Uiy culy (o Gum a1 0 caaS Gsalesall Jale CaS
all W aaap lgaly ol juaill Ju ol of (on 4l e il Cisud ajp padl) Ll
s gy« paill i 3sead Saall dsldl ohs IS Jsba A 0l 8 & ey @l ) 0aY)
Paasyle dasilly (JEY) pxey bl ) agadd Lo e gall ans e Braill gl

sl Hhal rn Taeae Jaad sae adlsy o) Joi 3 casedl 2yl ol iy Javyy
ralghs caaY) Cuul) sag Al 8 aaa (a3 A (gallally 51 ) dal
"For this expulsion of a Jewish clan there were number of possible

motives, and it is now impossible to say which was dominant in
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I watt, Muhammad prophet and statesman, p.148.
2 watt, Muhammad prophet and statesman, p.150.
3 Watt, Ibid, p.151.
4 Karen Armstrong, Muhammad: A biography of the prophet, p.289.
3> Armstrong, Ibid, p.290.
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' Watt, Muhammad at medina, p.58.

2 Watt, Muhammad prophet and statesman, p.172-173.
3 Watt, Ibid, p.173.

4 Watt, Ibid, p.174.

> Watt, Ibid, p.174- 175.

6 Watt, Ibid, p,175.
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' Karen Armstrong, Muhammad: A biography of the prophet 301.
2 Armstrong, Ibid, p.302.
3 Armstrong, Ibid, p.304.
4 Armstrong, Ibid, p. 307.
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6 Armstrong, Muhammad prophet for our time.p.150.
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> Armstrong, Muhammad A prophet for our time, p.179.

6 Armstrong, Muhammad: A biography, p.345.
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3 Simon Ocley, History of the Saracens, 2/13.
4 Sir William Muir, the Caliphate its rise, decline, and fall, from original sources, p.5
5 Watt, Muhammad at Macca, p.92.
6 Watt, ibid.p.172.
7 Armstrong, Muhammad A prophet for our time, p.39.
8 Armstrong, Ibid, p.39.
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