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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the concept of reference and its tools from
a linguistic perspective, focusing on their role in achieving textual cohesion
and meaning construction in Arabic. The study addresses a research
problem arising from the lack of conceptual consistency in defining
reference and the diversity of its classifications in linguistic studies,
particularly in Arabic research influenced by Western linguistic models
without sufficient consideration of the structural and semantic specificity of
the Arabic language. Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, and
drawing on an inductive method to trace referential phenomena in texts, the
study seeks to provide an operational definition of reference, classify its
tools within a coherent linguistic framework, and identify their semantic
and pragmatic functions. The findings indicate that reference constitutes a
central mechanism in discourse organization and textual cohesion, and that
the diversity of referential tools in Arabic plays a significant role in guiding
interpretation and linking textual units. This study contributes to Arabic
linguistic scholarship by offering an integrated analytical perspective on
reference that 1is applicable to textual analysis and aligned with
contemporary linguistic approaches.

Keywords: Reference, Textual Cohesion, Text Linguistics, Discourse,
Arabic Language.
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