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Abstract:

This study examines the role of the Port of Al-Hudaydah in the trade of
coffee and hides during the period (1367-1382 AH / 1948-1962 AD),
drawing on documents and records from Yemeni customs and ports, in
addition to selected documents from the British archives, as well as Yement,
Arab, and translated sources. The significance of the study lies in the scarcity
of research that has addressed the trade of coffee and hides through the Port
of Al-Hudaydah during this period, particularly studies based on local
documentary sources related to Yemen’s foreign trade.

The study adopts a descriptive historical approach through the analysis
of documents and records as primary sources. The findings indicate that,
despite the challenges that hindered the growth of coffee and hides trade, the
Yemeni authorities sought to support exports and strengthen the presence of
these products in global markets. The study also concludes that the Port of
Al-Hudaydah constituted a vital hub in the external commercial activity of
the Mutawakkilite Kingdom of Yemen, serving as its main gateway to the
world through the export of coffee and hides, thereby underscoring its
prominent role in Yemen’s economic history during this period.

Keywords: Port of Al-Hudaydah, Coffee Trade, Hides Trade, Imam Ahmad
bin Yahya, Economic History of Yemen.
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British National Archives (Kew), London;

e Aden Intelligence Reports.

e Co 1015/ 1922(Colonial Office).
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