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Abstract:

This research aims to analyze the complex and dialectical relationship
between the rise of digital platforms, social media, blogs, satellite and
digital television channels, and the deepening of sectarian thinking in Iraqi
society in the period following 2010. This period witnessed profound
political and social transformations, particularly after the withdrawal of US

forces and the emergence of the ISIS crisis.

The research reached several key findings, most notably that digital
platforms have served as a globalized sectarian arena, reinforcing
confirmation bias and entrenching informational isolation within closed
sectarian groups. These platforms become an effective tool for political
elites and external actors to disseminate hate speech, distort collective
consciousness, and fuel identity conflicts, exploiting societal divisions and
the security and value vacuum. The research also noted the dual role of
these platforms. While they fuel sectarianism, they also provided spaces for
constructive dialogue, self-criticism, and social reconciliation activities,

albeit with a limited impact compared to the dominant sectarian discourse.

The research concludes that digital platforms did not create sectarian
thinking out of thin air, but rather acted as an amplifier and accelerator,

exploiting historical legacies and existing sectarian political structures.

Keywords: Sectarian thinking, digital platforms, social media, Iraqi

society, hate speech.
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