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Abstract:

This study presents a linguistic and analytical examination of the
various Arabic dialectal forms found in Ibn Qutaybah’s "Gharib Al-Hadith". It
focuses on identifying phonological, morphological, semantic, and dialectal
phenomena within the lexical items that the author explicitly attributes to an
"alternative language'. Using a descriptive—analytical approach, the study
aims to identify patterns of phonetic and semantic variation and, where
possible, trace these lexical items to specific Arab tribes. It also investigates
the extent of their distribution and the reasons behind their variation across
regions and tribal groups. The findings reveal that most differences stem
from phonological processes such as substitution between phonetically
similar consonants, morphological modifications, and metathesis—highlighting
the flexibility of the linguistic system in early Arabic. Despite these variations,
the lexical items largely preserve their core meanings, reflecting the deep
interconnection and diversity within the Arabic lexicon.

Keywords: Gharib Al-Hadith, Ibn Qutaybah, Arabic dialectology, metathesis,

phonological substitution.
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