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Abstract:

This study explores the impact of the duality of hope and despair on
the construction of the poetic image in the works of Palestinian poet
Mourid Barghouti and the Anglo—American poet T. S. Eliot, through a
comparative approach that considers their cultural backgrounds, artistic
structures, and existential experiences. Employing both descriptive—
analytical and comparative methods, the research utilizes textual analysis
tools to uncover the psychological, symbolic, and semantic dimensions
embedded in their poetry. The findings reveal that both poets place this
emotional duality at the core of their poetic expression: Barghouti draws
upon themes of exile, memory, and homeland to craft images of enduring
hope despite the bitterness of displacement, while Eliot presents a vision
of existential and spiritual fragmentation shaped by the crisis of Western
modernity, with faint traces of hope veiled in religious or mystical
symbolism. The study inderscores the crucial role of historical and cultural
context in shaping these poetic images and highlights the aesthetic and
intellectual functions of the poetic image as a reflection of inner conflict
that transcends the self and speaks to the broader human condition. It
concludes by advocating for the expansion of comparative criticism to
include major emotional dualities in both Arab and Western poetry as a
means of revealing the expressive power underlying shared human

experiences across cultures.

Keywords: Mourid Barghouti, T. S. Eliot, poetic image, hope, despair,

comparative poetry.
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April is the cruellest month, breeding
Lilacs out of the dead land
(Eliot, 1922: 1).
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Winter kept us warm, covering
Earth in forgetful snow
(EIiot, 1922: 1).
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| will show you fear
In a handful of dust
(Eliot, 1922: 2).
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A heap of broken images
Where the sun beats
(Eliot, 1922: 3).
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What the thunder said
DA — Datta. Dayadhvam. Damyata.
Shantih shantih shantih
(Eliot, 1922: 23).
tacHl) a1l L
"l Jagaal (damally s cdacl
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There will be time, there will be time
To prepare a face to meet the faces that you meet
(Eliot, 1915: 5).
(Gidg a6 Gy Sllia ()Son
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il g Wl Slajie Sy
And indeed, there will be time
To wonder, 'Do | dare?" and, 'Do | dare?"
(Eliot, 1915: 6).
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aleyl) sl (i
Because | do not hope to turn again
Because | do not hope
(Eliot, 1930: 1).
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sl Y Y
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Teach us to care and not to care
Teach us to sit still
(Eliot, 1930: 5).
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e3¢ ol o Lide
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Let my cry come unto Thee
(Eliot, 1930: 7).
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What are the roots that clutch, what branches grow?
Out of this stony rubbish?
(T. S. Eliot, 1922).
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Here is no water but only rock
Rock and no water and the sandy road
(T. S. Eliot, 1922)
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Do | dare
Disturb the universe?
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(T. S. Eliot, 1915)
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After such knowledge, what forgiveness?
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T. S. Eliot, (1920)
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(T. S. Eliot, 1922)
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This is the way the world ends
Not with a bang but a whimper.
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(T. S. Eliot, 1925)
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Time present and time past
Are both perhaps present in time future
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