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Abstract:

This research examines the effectiveness of the legal and procedural
safeguards established by international criminal justice systems in providing
adequate protection for witnesses— particularly in the context of organized
international crimes such as war crimes, crimes against humanity, and crimes
committed during armed conflicts—which make testifying inherently dangerous
for both witnesses and their families. The significance of the topic lies in its
direct connection to the core of international criminal justice, as witness
testimony is regarded as a central and indispensable tool for securing
convictions and proving complex facts that are often difficult to establish through
material evidence alone. Accordingly, the research aims to analyze the legal
and institutional framework for witness protection under the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court, while also assessing its effectiveness in
comparison to the practices of the International Criminal Tribunals for the
Former Yugoslavia and Rwanda. The study proceeds from the hypothesis that,
despite notable developments, the existing safeguards still suffer from practical
shortcomings and that striking a balance between the protection of witnesses
and the rights of the accused requires careful judicial oversight and precisely
crafted measures. The study adopts a comparative analytical methodology
through the examination of international legal texts, judicial decisions, and the
practical experiences of international courts. The findings reveal that witness
protection is a cornerstone of uncovering the truth, and that the absence of
adequate measures often results in witness reluctance or distortion of
testimony. Among the key recommendations are: the establishment of a
permanent international fund to support witness protection programs,
harmonizing national legislation with international standards, enhancing the role
of the Victims and Witnesses Unit within the ICC, expanding the use of secure
remote testimony technologies, and intensifying international cooperation in the

relocation of withesses at risk.

Keywords: Witness Protection, International Criminal Justice, Procedural

Guarantees, International Criminal Court, Fair Trial.
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4. International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) (2008): Best

Practices Manual for the Protection of Witnesses, p. 4.
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2. Mohamed, A. El Zeidy. (2008): The Principle of Complementarity in International
Criminal Law. Leiden: Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, p. 225.
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2. ICTY Rules of Procedure and Evidence, Rule 75; ICTR Rules of Procedure and

Evidence, Rule 75.

3. Bitti, Gilbert. (20023): Protection of Victims and Witnesses, in The Rome Statute of

the International Criminal Court: A Commentary, ed. Cassese et al., Oxford University

Press, p.1290.
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1. Statute of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia

(/CTY), 1993.
2. Statute of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanaa (ICTR), 1994.
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