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Abstract:

This study explores the evolving concept of international security and
how it has led to the inclusion of climate change as a security threat on
the agenda of the United Nations Security Council. Since the end of the
Cold War, the notion of security has broadened to encompass "non-
traditional' threats, such as environmental and humanitarian issues,
thereby opening the door for the Security Council to engage in matters
previously beyond its traditional scope. This shift is reflected in the
Council's discussions and resolutions that frame climate change as a

threat to international peace and security.

The study aims to analyze this development by examining the
arguments both in favor of and against the Security Council's involvement
in climate-related issues. On one hand, proponents argue that the
Council is the only international body capable of responding swiftly to the
risks posed by climate change and compelling states to take urgent
action. On the other hand, critics caution that expanding the Council's
mandate, may marginalize other institutions responsible for environmental

governance and obscure the structural drivers of violence and insecurity.

The study further deepens its analysis by reviewing the various
climate security discourses employed by different actors to frame climate
challenges and justify their political choices. The national security
discourse portrays climate change as a threat to the state and its
interests, emphasizing potential disruptions caused by resource scarcity
and climate—induced migration. In contrast, the human security discourse
highlights the vulnerability of individuals and communities to the impacts of
climate change, such as hunger, disease, and displacement. Meanwhile,
the collective security discourse frames climate change as a threat to the
international community as a whole and calls for global cooperation to

confront this challenge.
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In conclusion, the study asserts that effectively addressing climate
challenges requires a comprehensive approach that goes beyond
security—based interventions. It emphasizes the need to prioritize
international cooperation, climate justice, and sustainable development.
Furthermore, it advocates for the adoption of alternative security
frameworks that uphold human rights and tackle the root causes of

societal vulnerability to climate impacts.

Keywords: Climate Change, Security Council, Climate Security, National
Security, Human Security, Collective Security, International Law, Climate

Justice.
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' National Intelligence Council, ‘Implications for US National Security of Anticipated
Climate Change’ (2016) <https://www.hsdl.org/?view&did=795549>.
2 UK Government, Global Strategic Trends: The Future Starts Today (2018) 13

<https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachm
ent_data/file/771309/Global_Strategic_Trends_—_The_Future_Starts_Today.pdf>.

3 MP Nevitt, ‘The Commander in Chief’s Authority to Combat Climate Change’ (2015)
37 Cardozo Law Review 437, 475

4 National Intelligence Council. (2016). Implications for US National Security of
Anticipated Climate Change. NIC-CR-2016-01.
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5 Gemenne, F. (2011). "Climate-Induced Population Displacements in a 4°C+ World."
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I International Organization for Migration, ‘Regional Mobility Maps: West and Central
Africa’ (2020)
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apping%20-%202020%20June_FINAL.pdf>.

2 ‘Follow-Up to and Implementation of the Mauritius Strategy for the Further

Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small
Island Developing States — Report of the Secretary General’ (10 August 2009) UN
Doc A/64/278, para. 69.

3 Nurse, L. A., et al. (2014). "Small Islands. 'In Climate Change 2014: Impacts,
Adaptation, and Vulnerability. Part B: Regional Aspects. Contribution of Working
Group Il to the Fifth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change. Cambridge University Press.
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2 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), ‘Climate Change 2014:

Impacts, Adaptation, and Vulnerability. Part A: Global and Sectoral Aspects.
Contribution of Working Group Il to the Fifth Assessment Report of the

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’ <https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar5/wg2/>.
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I'M. Binder and M. Heupel, (2008): ‘Contested Legitimacy: The UN Security Council
and Climate Change’
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Security_Council_and_climate_change.
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Division, New York Security Council, 17 April, 2007,
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