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Abstract:

This study aimed to highlight Ibn al-Anbari’s contributions to the
resolution of controversial grammatical issues, and to examine the
precision of the principles he employed in weighing and preferring one
opinion over another. It seeks to uncover some of the evaluative criteria
he relied upon in favoring one grammatical school over another. The
study adopts a descriptive—analytical methodology, presenting selected
issues involving ilzam (logical compulsion), offering a description
appropriate to the study's scope, and analyzing them syntactically through

critical discussion and determination of the more valid opinion.

The research arrived at several key findings, most notably Ibn al-
Anbarr’s frequent appeal to consensus (ijma‘) in rebutting opposing views

and binding dissenting scholars to it. His primary objective in presenting
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such ilzamat was to affirm the absence of disagreement on certain issues
and to demonstrate the strength of the opposing view—ultimately
establishing a preference as a recommended stance rather than a binding

one.

The study concludes that engagement with principles of grammatical
preference (qawa‘id tarjihiyya) significantly aids in the understanding of
Arabic grammar, as these principles condense numerous issues into
concise formulations—akin to the concise, comprehensive sayings
(lawami‘ al-kalim) found in Prophetic traditions. The study recommends
further attention to these preferential principles, whether found in works
dedicated to grammatical disagreement or otherwise, and the compilation
of a comprehensive reference work similar in style to Ibn Hisham al-
Ansar1’’s Mughniy al-Labib. It also encourages an in—depth exploration of
the principles of preference articulated by Ibn al-Anbari in his work al-
Insaf, in order to assist researchers in addressing the various scholarly

inquiries that may emerge concerning this important grammatical source.

Keywords: Ibn al-Anbar, /izam (Iogical compulsion), consensus (/]'md‘),
Al-Insaf.
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