2025-05-01 || 5 22l || 5 laall || ulad¥l bl jall o gala ol dae
E-ISSN: 2789-3359 || P-ISSN: 2789-7834 || AIF: 0.93 || isi 2024: 1.223

S
ANE

Jgai T 1
IEN KHALRDIY

L e ] (19 < i R (30 0 i

Islam from a Western Perspective: John Esposito as a Model

cepall ¢ S Geal) daals ) clahall b Ll sA85 g dasal
Oumaima Bounakhla:

Researcher
University, Morocco.

in Islamic Studies,

Hassan |l
Email: bounakhla.2012@gmail.com
DOI: https://doi.org/10.56989/benkj.v5i5.1455
2025-05-01 &l s 2025-03-13  :Jgll )i 2025-03-05  :adaud) )
Ibn Khaldoun Journal for Studies and Researches || Vol 5 || Issue 5 | |01-05-2025

www.benkjournal.com | | benkjournal@gmail.com


https://doi.org/10.56989/benkj.v5i5.1455

2025-05-01 || 5 22l || 5 alaall || Glad¥l g bl jall ¢ sala ol daa :
E-ISSN: 2789-3359 || P-ISSN: 2789-7834 || AIF: 0.93 || isi 2024: 1.223 = ,:Jj

IEH KHALDDUY

cgaadl|

e b siygnd -d Oon LeSall daanlsY) Clalga) dilas ) Gl 138 aew
DY) e Disguasey Al Bgea wd B odgen o [Ke cdupall Ldlay) il
B Gl Gy - i (e e (galall Cilaad aes Lald (ol Bhad) b el
Ll gl A aslilge DA (e ¢ oS Jaall 3 sinisand oy ey 1 83,01 4,84l
Dlsally clugoadlall) allyy cdaadlu) GlSuall aaady cdubily pall (n ABDLIS AL
e g cdpadiall AdhEmay) Gl et e gl slue 48a By Lol o
LS L aiaal) Ayl Laill el agh elig cahaalll guall (s ag s dwle cibjlie
el eradlis ¢ qale shaie e DY) diiias ol ol 8530 panag Aglaay LIS Cija
SV ailhd st e il Sy . sy hme pald e curlly a0 (s segll
Lailigaadly daluall GlBlLually lgday) pe ozl aildlge (o 22ed 305 3618 Pla (1
3sgs ClE A AL Glabal) e zile uasion LS L 4))gea sl (b Cregad A
zisall Laaal @y e paldnidy Ll B Dl pias dfial Llug¥) 8 Ll Wi
doy ol mdle S (8 0ys35 oDl Vao ST el a3 sujgund afies (530
Asaall HSAYL (sadiag diea oalST elind Jals
Dgeall clugiadlay) dnpll Lol cluhall i) WJ O cdaalidal) clal)
oY) G lsall cdadadll

Ibn Khaldoun Journal for Studies and Researches || Vol 5 || Issue 5 | |01-05-2025

www.benkjournal.com || benkjournal@gmail.com



2025-05-01 || 5 22l || 5 alaall || a1 s bl jall ¢ sald ol Aae -
E-ISSN: 2789-3359 || P-ISSN: 2789-7834 || AlF: 0.93 || isi 2024: 1.223 M

IEH KHALDDUY

Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the academic contributions of Dr. John L.
Esposito in the field of Western Islamic studies, focusing on his efforts to
present a balanced and objective image of Islam and Muslims within the
Western context, especially after the events of September 11. The
research highlights Esposito’s prominent intellectual standing in the
academic sphere through his works addressing complex issues such as
the relationship between religion and politics, the diversity of Islamic
movements, the reality of Islamophobia, and interfaith dialogue. His
academic trajectory enabled him to transcend traditional Orientalist
narratives through scholarly approaches that seek to challenge
stereotypes and build a deeper understanding of the modern Islamic
experience. His writings are distinguished by an attempt to expand
Western awareness of the true nature of Islam from a scientific
perspective, and by his efforts to bridge the gap between East and West
on the basis of knowledge and dialogue. The study relies on a critical
analysis of his major works, linking them to the political and geostrategic
contexts that have shaped his views. It also draws on previous studies
that have examined his contributions, highlighting their impact on research
communities and decision—making in the West. From this, the importance
of the model represented by Esposito is derived — one that offers a fairer
reading of Islam and contributes to shaping an alternative discourse within

a complex academic environment charged with prejudice.

Keywords: John L. Esposito, Western Islamic studies, Islamophobia,

stereotypes, interfaith dialogue.
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' John L. Esposito (1991), Islam: The Straight Path (Oxford: Oxford University Press),
p.12.

2 John O. Voll (1996), “John L. Esposito and the Study of Islam,” in Islam and
Democracy, edited by Esposito and Voll (Oxford: Oxford University Press), pp. 3-6.

3 Georgetown University (n.d.), “John L. Esposito — Faculty Bio,” retrieved from

Georgetown University Website.
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University Press, p. 102.

2 Esposito, J. L. (1999). Islam and Democracy. Oxford University Press, p. 239.

3 Esposito, J. L. (1999). p. 275.
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