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Abstract:

This study analyzed the phenomenon of electoral abstention in Iraq, its
causes, both positive and negative consequences, as well as presumed
solutions and remedies. It focuses on analyzing the phenomenon as a
political — protesting behavior. Most Iraqgis use electoral abstention as a form
of protest against the political behavior of successive Iraqi governments,
political parties, political instability, and its reflection on the economic and
security situations, as well as the nature of its impact on the state and
society. The study found that the phenomenon of electoral abstention is
more related to the behavior of the official institutions of the state and the
political parties and forces based on them, rather than to the behavior of
citizens abstaining from or boycotting elections. Addressing this issue
depends on the development, evaluation, and improvement of the

performance of these institutions and the activation of informal institutions.

Keywords: Electoral Abstention, Actors Influencing Electoral Abstention,
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